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TAGS: NA 

SUB J : FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER CALLS U.S. LARGEST TRADE PARTNER 
OF SOUTH ARFICA 

1 . FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER LOUIS DE GUIRINGAUD HAS CALLED THE U.S. 
SOUTH AFRICA'S FIRST TRADE PARTNER. IN AN EXERPT BROADCAST 
BY RADIO YAOUNDE JULY 24 FROM A PRESS CONFERENCE DE GUIRINGAUD 
HELD LATE LAST IN YAOUNDE, THE FOREIGN MINISTER RESPONDED 
IN ENGLISH TO QUESTIONS ABOUT FRANCE'S RELATIONS WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA: QUOTE WE ARE ONLY THE EIGHTH TRADE PARTNER OF SOUTH 
AFRICA. SEVEN COUNTRIES HAVE CLOSER RELATIONSHIPS WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA AND FIRST OF ALL OF THEM ARE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 YAOUND 03191 251025Z 

THE UNITED KINGDOM. AND THERE ARE VERY LARGE INVESTMENTS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA FROM THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. THERE 
ARE NO FRENCH INVESTMENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA UNQUOTE. DE GUIRINGAUD 
ADDED THAT FRANCE FEELS IT NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN TIES WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA IN ORDER TO TRY TO PERSUADE THEM TO CHANGE THEIR 
POLICIES IN NAMIBIA AND RHODESIA. 
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2. FOR IAA: WILL POUCH SOONEST TAPE OF FOREIGN MINISTER'S 
REMARKS. 

PRILLAMAN 
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